Naumburg. The little fellow, grave beyond his years and fond of solitude, was not popular with his rough schoolfellows. They called him the " little parson" and teased him, so he made no friends here.
After scarcely a year at the Elementary School lie entered a private Preparatory School, where he remained three years. He wras a regular and industrious pupil, and showed good progress, especially in religious knowledge and Latin. He also made intimate friends. During tlu:. summer excursions were made into the charming neighbourhood of Naumburg, with its romantic ruins and castles. There the boys played at tournaments and endeavoured to recall all the romance of chivalry. The Komance-writer iu Nietzsche was born.
In 1854 he passed the easy entrance examination, ami entered the Quinta of the Gymnasium, the Grammar-school, of Naumburg. Nietzsche was the perfection of a well-mannered boy, and never did anything naughty. Since ho was always in the company of his sister and under the care of his mother, grandmother and. aunts, lie became soniowhat feminine in his habits; and to this period may bo traced the beginnings of his love of refined beauty, and the reaction against weakness, two elements which later on played such an important part in his life.
Still, he was fond of military games, and his leaden soldiers repeated all the movements of the armies in the Crimean War, in which he took a deep interest. Further, he wrote a little drama at that time, "Die Got tor im Olymp," which was performed in the family circle, and which was also a product of his martial tastes. It was a great pleasure to Eriedrich to sit at the feet of his paternal grandmother, the aged widow of Dr. Nietzsche, and to listen to her reminiscences of Napoleon, in whoso days she had suffered many hardships, but for whom, nevertheless, she had preserved a great affection. She had also belonged to Goethe's social circles in Weimar